
World Congress on the Pastoral Care of Tourism 
Tourism: A Gateway to Evangelization 

Rome, TH Carpegna Palace, October 16–19, 2025 

 

Thursday, October 16, 2025 

3:30 PM – Arrivals and accommodation 

Institutional greetings 

• H.E. Msgr. Rino Fisichella, Pro-Prefect of the Dicastery for Evangelization, Section for 
Fundamental Matters regarding Evangelization in the World 

• Dr. Erika Guerri, Chief of Staff of the Ministry of Tourism of the Italian Republic 

• Msgr. Jain Mendez, Permanent Observer of the Holy See at the World Tourism 
Organization 

• H.E. Msgr. Giuseppe Baturi, Archbishop of Cagliari and Secretary General of the Italian 
Episcopal Conference 

Introduction to the working session 

• 4:30 PM Fr. Michele Gianola, Undersecretary and Acting Director of the National Office 
of Pastoral for Leisure, Tourism, and Sport of the Italian Episcopal Conference 

• Dr. Stefano Riccardi, Official of the Dicastery for Evangelization, Section for 
Fundamental Questions regarding Evangelization in the World 

First session: Theoretical tools 

• 5:00 PM First Lecture: Theology of Rest 
“What, then, is rest according to this commandment? It is the moment of 
contemplation, it is the moment of praise, not that of escapism. It is the time to look at 
reality and say: how beautiful life is! Contrary to rest as an escape from reality, the 
Decalogue proposes rest as the blessing of reality” (FRANCIS, General Audience, 
September 5, 2018). 

Prof. Stefano Biancu, Professor of Moral Philosophy, LUMSA University 

• 5:45 PM Plenary session 

• 6:00 PM Second Lecture: Anthropological Dimension 
“The same distractions that are omnipresent in today’s world also make us tend to 
absolutize our free time, so that we can give ourselves over completely to the devices 
that provide us with entertainment or ephemeral pleasures. As a result, we come to 
resent our mission, our commitment grows slack, and our generous and ready spirit of 
service begins to flag” (FRANCIS, Gaudete et exsultate, §30). 



H.E. Mons. Giovanni Cesare Pagazzi, Archbishop, Archivist and Librarian of the Holy 
Roman Church 

 
• 6:45 PM Plenary session  

• 8:00 PM – Dinner at the hotel 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday, October 17, 2025 

8:00 AM – Breakfast 

9:00 AM – Prayer 
Meditation and lectio on Scripture starting from Laudato Si’ 

 

Second session: Practical tools 

9:30 AM – Third Lecture: Art and Faith 
“Art and faith: a combination that has accompanied the Church and the Holy See for 2,000 
years, a combination that still today we must value more in our commitment to the men and 
women of our time to proclaim the Gospel, to proclaim the God who is Beauty and infinite 
Love” (BENEDICT XVI, Speech, October 25, 2012). 

Dr. Barbara Jatta, Director of the Vatican Museums, Rome 

10:15 AM – Assembly discussion 

10:30 AM – Coffee break 

10:45 AM – Stories and Experiences: Tourism and the narration of faith 

• Catechesis beyond art: Prof. Robyn Horner, Faculty of Theology and Philosophy, 
Australian Catholic University, Melbourne (online connection) 

• Artificial Intelligence: Fr. Jean Gové, Diocesan Coordinator for Artificial Intelligence 
Activities, Archdiocese of Malta 

• Religious tourism as an experience of evangelization: Fr. Massimo Pavanello, Regional 
Delegate for Lombardy for the pastoral care of leisure, tourism, and sport 

• Religious tourism in Jordan between the Old and New Testament: Dr. Imad Hijazeen 
Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 

 

1:00 PM – Lunch at the hotel 

2:30 PM – Departure from the hotel by bus for the third session 



Third session: Experience of religious tourism 

3:15 PM – Meeting with guides at the main entrance of the Basilica of San Clemente and 
distribution of headsets 

3:30 PM – Guided tour of the Basilica of San Clemente 

4:45 PM – Guided tour of the Baptistery of San Giovanni in Laterano 

5:30 PM – Eucharistic Celebration, followed by a guided tour of the Basilica of San Giovanni in 
Laterano 

8:00 PM – Dinner at Hostaria Isidoro restaurant 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saturday, October 18, 2025 

7:00 AM – Breakfast 

8:00 AM – Departure from the TH Carpegna Palace hotel by bus for the fourth session 

8:30 AM – Visit to the Vatican Necropolis 

11:0 AM – Eucharistic Celebration in the Hungarian Chapel in the Vatican Grottoes of San 
Pietro 

12:00 AM – Guided Tour of the Basilica of San Pietro 

1:30 PM – Buffet lunch at the Hall of San Pio X, Vatican City 

 

Fourth session: Jubilee pilgrimage 

" Pilgrimage is a symbol of life. It makes us imagine that life is about walking, it is a walk. Should 
a person not walk, and stand still, he is not of service, she does nothing. Consider water, when 
water isn’t in a river, it doesn’t go ahead, but stands still; it goes bad. A soul that doesn’t walk 
through life by doing good, by doing many things that one must do for society, to help others, 
and also who doesn’t walk through life seeking God and for the Holy Spirit to move from within, 
is a soul that ends up in mediocrity and spiritual poverty. Please: do not stand still in life!" 
(FRANCIS, Audio message to participants of the 37th pilgrimage on foot from Loreto to Macerata, 
June 6, 2015). 

4:00 PM Passage through the Holy Door 

 

Concluding session 



6:00 PM – Fourth Lecture: Tourism and conviviality 
“Personal encounter is a tool for dialogue and mutual knowledge; it is a source of respect and 
recognition of the dignity of others; it is an indispensable requirement for building lasting 
bonds. Religious tourism cannot ignore this insight and is called upon to be a credible 
promoter of these links. May the call for prayer and peace in the world, and at the same time 
for healing in interpersonal relationships never be lacking in our lives” (R. FISICHELLA, 
Message for World Tourism Day, 28 May 2024). 

Dr. Debora Tonelli, Representative of Georgetown University in Rome and Researcher at the 
Center for Religious Sciences of the Bruno Kessler Foundation 

7:00 PM – Conclusions 
Fr. Michele Gianola, Undersecretary and Acting Director of the National Office of Pastoral for 
Leisure, Tourism, and Sport of the Italian Episcopal Conference  

8:30 PM – Dinner at the Hall of San Pio X, Vatican City 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday, October 19 

8:00 Breakfast and individual departures  

  



 

ORGANIZATIONAL NOTES 

Conference Venue and Meals 
TH Roma Carpegna Palace – Via Aurelia, 481, 00165 Rome – www.carpegnapalace.it/ 

Accommodation (2 facilities): 

1. TH Roma Carpegna Palace 

2. Casa per Ferie San Juan, Via Pietro De Francisci, 158 (by car) and Via di Torre Rossa, 2 
(pedestrian entrance) – 00165 Rome – www.casasanjuandeavila.org/it/ 

The Congress will begin at 3:30 p.m. on October 16, 2025, and will end after breakfast on 
October 19, 2025, including meals. In addition to the Conference sessions, the package 
includes guided tours of Rome, the passage through the Holy Door, and shuttle services for 
internal transfers. 

Upon arrival, participants are kindly requested to register their attendance at CEI Secretariat 
at TH Carpegna. 

• At TH Carpegna Palace: check-in from 4:00 p.m. and check-out by 12:00 noon on the 
day of departure. 

• At Casa San Juan: check-in from 2:00 p.m. and check-out by 10:00 a.m. 
In both facilities, before leaving, please settle any personal expenses (bar, etc.) directly 
with the hotels. 

• After the Congress, the office can issue a receipt and certificate of participation made 
out to the individual participant (not to the Diocese, Institution, or Parish). 

 

http://www.carpegnapalace.it/
http://www.casasanjuandeavila.org/it/

